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that junction. The smaller divisions it is unnecessary to
mention. But I may note the curious anomaly which a change
of religious belief has produced in the use of two of the most
distinctive Hindu terms. By the Hindu who worships the sun,
the cardinal points are named with reference to the east, as
para, the "front," or the "east," to which he turns in his daily
morning worship; apara, "behind/' or the "west," vama, the
"left" hand, or the "north;" and dakshina the "right" hand, or
the "south." By the Muhammadan, who turns his face to the
west, towards Macca, these terms are exactly reversed, and
dachin, which still means the "right" hand in Kashmiri, is now
used to denote the "north" and kawar, or the ''left" hand to
denote the <'south." Thus, on the Lidar river there is the
subdivision of Dachinapara to the north of the stream,' and
Kawarpara to the south of it. On the Behat river also, below
Barahmula, the subdivision of Dachin lies to the north, and
that of Kawar to the south of the stream. This change in the
meaning of Dachin from "south" to "north" must have taken
place before the time of Akbar, as Abul Fazl1 describes Dachin-
para as "situated at the foot of a mountain, on the side of
Great Tibet," that is to the north of river Lidar.

The principal ancient cities of Kashmir are the old capital
of Srinagari, the new capital called Pravarasenapara;
Khagendra-pura and Khunammha, built before the time of
Asoka; Vijipara and Pantasok, which are referred to Asoka
himself; Surapura, a restoration of the ancient Kambuva;
Kanishkapura, Hushkapura, and Jushkapura, named after the
three Indo-Scythian Princes by whom they were founded;
Parihasapum, built by LaliUditya; Padmapura, named after
Padma, the minister of Raja Vrihaspati; and Avantipura,
named after Raja Avanti Varmma.

Srinagari, the old capital of Kashmir prior to the erection
of Pravarasenapura, is stated to have been founded by the
great Asoka,8 who reigned from B. a 263 to 226, It stood on
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